The ischaemic leg: a long-term follow-up with special reference to the predictive value of the systolic digital blood pressure. Part I: No arterial reconstruction.
The course of 53 patients presenting with 76 legs with ischaemia, defined by blood pressure on the big toe below 30 mmHg, were investigated. The series consists of those patients who after an angiography were considered non-candidates for arterial reconstructive surgery. There were 38 limbs with low pressure and severe ischaemic symptoms, i.e. rest pain and/or gangrene and 38 limbs with low pressures and only intermittent claudication or no leg symptoms at all. There were statistically significant differences in the fate of the limbs in the two groups, the first group suffering a 68 per cent risk of amputations compared to only 16 per cent in the second group. The corresponding risk of death was approximately 60 per cent and 10 per cent. The social fate was poor in the group with rest pain and/or gangrene due to the high number of amputations.